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trampled on the Constitution and betrayed America, let him be impeached, screamed the infuriated opposition.1 Seldom has any measure of our Government awakened such convulsions of popular feeling as did the Jay Treaty, which, surrendering our righteous and immediate demands, yet saved our future. Marshall, watching it all, prepared to defend the popularly abhorred compact; and thus he was to become its leading defender in the South.
When, finally, Washington reluctantly approved its ratification by the Senate,2 many of his friends deserted him.3 "The trouble and perplexities . . . have worn away my mind/' wrote the abused and distracted President.4 Mercer County, Kentucky,
1  Marshall, ii, 370.  Of the innumerable accounts of the abuse of Washington, Weld may be cited as the most moderate.   After testifying to Washington's unpopularity this acute traveler says: "It is the spirit of dissatisfaction which forms a leading trait in the character of the Americans as a people, which produces this malevolence [against Washington]; if their public affairs were regulated by a person sent from heaven, I firmly believe his acts, instead of meeting with universal approbation, would by many be considered as deceitful and flagitious."  (Weld, i, 108-09.)
2  Washington almost determined to withhold ratification.   (Marshall, ii, 362.)   The treaty was signed November 19, 1794; received by the President, March 7, 1795; submitted to the Senate June 8, 1795;  ratified by the Senate June 24; and signed by Washington August 12, 1795.   (16., 360, 361, 368.)
3  * * Washington now defies the whole Sovereign that made him what
he is------and can unmake him again. Better his hand had been cut
off when his glory was at its height before he blasted all his Laurels!," (Dr. Nathaniel Ames's Diary, Aug. 14, 1795; Dedham (Mass.) Historical Register, vii, 33.)   Of Washington's reply to the address of the merchants and traders of Philadelphia " An Old Soldier of '76," wrote: "Has adulation ... so bewildered his senses, that relinquishing even common decency, he tells 408 merchants and traders of Philadelphia that they are more immediately concerned than any other class of his fellow citizens?"  (American Remembrancer, ii, 280-81.)
4  Washington to Jay, May 8,1790; Writings; Ford, xiii, 189.